GPBA Graduate-level Internship Program in Bioinformatics

January 2007 application deadline: November 18, 2006
June 2007 application deadline: February 1, 2007
Program description: The mission of The Greater Philadelphia Bioinformatics Alliance (GPBA) is to accelerate innovation in the life sciences through the application of bioinformatics. One important component of this goal is to build multilevel education and training programs in bioinformatics to develop and maintain a skilled workforce in the greater Philadelphia region. The GPBA Graduate Level Internship Program is designed to provide opportunities for graduate students to take part in real-world bioinformatics projects in academic and industrial environments of GPBA member and partner laboratories. Typically, graduate students will pursue internships after completing a year of class work and prior to starting degree-related research. The pursuit of such opportunities is expected to broaden the base of expertise for this new discipline in the Philadelphia region. 

An internship is a full or part-time position with paid compensation, arranged between an eligible graduate-level intern and a researcher at a host institution which is a participating academic or corporate GPBA partner. The binding with a host researcher is typically made after an intern application has been accepted, although in some cases the applicant may state their intended host and project in the application. Internships will begin in late May or early June (both academic and industry positions), and can be for a period of 3-6 months full time or up to 12 months part time, subject to available funds and negotiation between the intern and host. Payment for the internship is made directly to the host institution.
Eligibility:  Individuals must be currently residing within or planning to relocate to the Philadelphia area. Preference will be given to candidates who have graduated from or are currently enrolled in a graduate-level (Masters or Ph.D.) program directly relevant to bioinformatics. However, candidates with or currently pursuing an undergraduate degree in a bioinformatics-relevant subject, as well as demonstration of previous academic and/or employment-based excellence in some aspect of biology or computational science, will also be considered. The individual must be eligible for employment in the U.S. Special consideration will be given to students affiliated with a GPBA member laboratory and/or GPBA member degree program, and applicants with prior training and/or experience in both the biological and computational sciences.

Internships may be conducted at a GPBA member institution laboratory or in a relevant industrial setting. The committee reserves the right to determine suitability of positions and will make all efforts to balance placement of internship positions among institutions.

Selection process and timeline: Applications will be reviewed for award eligibility and assessed for merit by the GPBA Admissions Committee. Selected applicants will then be responsible for identifying the proposed laboratory at which the internship will take place.  

The 2007 timeline is:

January Applicants

November 18, 2006
Deadline for application

December 1, 2006

Selection of eligible candidates and notification of Intern award 






winners

December 1, 2006

Posting of internship positions available in member labs

January 2007


Internship begins

June Applicants

February 1, 2007

Deadline for application
March 1, 2007
Selection of eligible candidates and notification of Intern award winners

March 1, 2007


Posting of internship positions available in member labs


Intern arranges internship with host laboratory and seeks approval of internship position with GPBA

June 2007



Internships begin

Awards: Up to 6 candidates will be selected for partial support in their internships, usually for $2,000/month for up to 6 months full time, or $1,000/month for up to 12 months part time. Intern hosts will be required to supply the remainder of the intern salary. The actual number of awardees and award amounts are subject to change at the discretion of the Admissions Committee. Award winners will receive written confirmation of their awards, pending arrangement of an internship which meets GPBA requirements. Awards will be granted directly to the employer upon commencement of the internship.

Application process: A completed application includes ALL of the following:

· A completed application form (see following)

· Signed approval of intern application by a GPBA Executive Committee member

· Undergraduate transcripts, either an official copy or, for students currently enrolled in a graduate program from a GPBA institution member, a copy that has been approved by the corresponding GPBA Executive Committee member

· CV or resume

· Two letters of recommendation

Other applicant requirements:

· If an internship possibility has been identified prior to the application deadline, a description of the proposed internship should be included. Note that this is strongly encouraged for applicants not currently enrolled as students in an Alliance school academic program. 

· Selected interns must ensure that a Letter of Agreement between the Alliance, the host company/institution, and the Intern is completed.  (Details on the letter will be provided later).

· Selected interns will be required to write a report at end of their internship describing their internship experience, the results of the internship, and the perceived knowledge, skill sets, and value that the internship provided for career development. Interns are also expected to present a poster at the GPBA Annual Retreat (typically held in October).

Finding an internship:  During the application process, member and partner institutions will be asked to provide laboratory opportunities for interns. A list of laboratories with internships will be made available simultaneously with announcement of the internship awards (http://gpba-internship.pcbi.upenn.edu/possibilities.html). Interns will then contact laboratories of interest to establish internships. Note that the posted intern position list is not exhaustive and reflects only those opportunities that the GPBA is currently aware of. Incoming interns may arrange for an internship within a laboratory of any GPBA member or corporate partner, provided that the internship provides an opportunity for training in bioinformatics. All internships must be approved by the GPBA Admissions Committee before commencement. The intern and host laboratory will be responsible for all hiring, employment, and compensation details as required by the host institution.

GPBA internship program contact: internships@gpbioinformatics.com

GPBA Graduate-level Internship Program: Application Form
A completed application includes:
· Completed application form (supplied below)

· Official or GPBA-approved undergraduate and, if applicable, graduate transcripts

· CV or resume

· Two letters of recommendation


      January Applicant

      June Applicant
      Eligible for employment in the U.S.         

Personal Information (Please type or print clearly)


Last Name 





First Name 





Middle Initial


Present address


City







State







Zip Code


Phone number





Email address


Permanent address (if different than above)


City







State







Zip Code


Phone number





Email address

Undergraduate School






School/program


Major







Graduation date




GPA
Graduate School








School/program


Expected degree type







Expected graduation date


Past experience relevant to bioinformatics:

Personal statement (not to exceed 500 words). Include why you believe you are suited for this internship opportunity, what you expect to learn from it, your career goals, and how this experience will assist you in reaching those goals. Insert text here or attach an additional sheet.

I certify that all provided information is accurate:

Signature 









Today's date

GPBA Executive Committee member approval:

Name







Signature







Today's date

Send completed application to: 

GPBA Internship Program

c/o Center for Bioinformatics

1421 Blockley Hall 
423 Guardian Drive 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6021
